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Downtown is Important to Winnipeg! Here’s Why
Downtown is the central driving force for the vitality of Winnipeg. 

72,000 people come downtown to work everyday
40,000 students come downtown to learn every year

16,000 people live downtown

130,000 people live within a 7 minute drive of downtown 
893 2005, with 366 more planned

2.8 million tourists visit Winnipeg each year with the majority  
 of overnight visitors staying at one of downtown’s 19 hotels

50,000 delegates attended nearly 200 meetings/conventions  
 in Winnipeg in 2009

4 million annual visits to The Forks
1.5 million

1 million annual visits to the MTS Centre,  

300,000
$1.2 billion 1999
5000 new office workers have come downtown since 1999
24 million shoppers visit downtown retailers every year
900,000 people attend downtown events every year

13.5 million people visit downtown arts and entertainment venues every year
 

2012
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Who comes downtown? Surveys show Winnipeggers love their 
downtown and visit downtown to work, live, learn and play. 
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Why Winnipeger’s love their downtown

They come downtown to shop, to dine, to work, to learn, to invest and to play. 

new developments.

Three quarters of Winnipeggers believe downtown is constantly changing for the 
better!

atmosphere unlike any other in the city.

PEOPLE WHO COME DOWNTOWN
 

 
 

Education 54%    University or College Graduates
 28%    Some Post-Secondary
 17%    High School or Less

Household income 15%    Less than $30,000
 25%    $30,000 - $59,999
   49%    Over $60,000

Children at home 49%    Yes
 51%    No

PROFILE OF PEOPLE WHO REGULARLY COME DOWNTOWN
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WHY PEOPLE COME DOWNTOWN
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Putting Downtown First

the following areas:
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City of Winnipeg’s plans  
for downtown development  
visit www.winnipeg.ca.
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Downtown is the Place to Invest 
The following investments convey continued and increased confidence in the area 
and are attracting thousands of people to live, work, learn and play downtown.

COMMERCIAL INVESTMENTS
 

 
Source: Downtown Employment Study

PROPOSED NEW DEVELOPEMENTS TYPE MILLIONS

311/315 Portage Avenue Office/Hotel 25
Cultural District Parking Structure Mixed-use parkade 11
109 James Street, Pumphouse Farmers’ Market 7
668 Main Street Commercial Office 2
Fairmont Hotel Renovation Hotel TBD
Metropolitan Theatre Theatre TBD
 Sub-total $45 million

2008-2009 (complete or underway) (est.) TYPE MILLIONS

Winnipeg Regional Healthy Authority Office 30
Richardson College of the Environment University 30
Union Bank Tower College 27
Place Louis Riel Renovation Hotel 15
146 Alexander Office/Museum 12
United Way Building Office 9.5
King/Ryan Block Parkade 9
Radisson Hotel Renovation Hotel 6
Buhler Centre University 4
University of Winnipeg University 3
Hotel Fort Garry Renovation Hotel 1
4Play Sports Bar & Entertainment Zone Bar/Restaurant 1
88 Adelaide Office 0.5
 Sub-total $148 million

(continued on next page...)

2007-2008 TYPE MILLIONS

Manitoba Hydro Headquarters Office 278
Hostelling International Hostel 2.5
CanWest Plaza on Portage Avenue Outdoor 0.8 
 Sub-total $281.3 million

2006 TYPE MILLIONS (est)

317 Donald Office Building Office 15
Wesley Building- University of Winnipeg University 3
Entegra Credit Union Office 2
 Sub-total $20 million

2005 TYPE MILLIONS (est)

University of Manitoba Bannatyne Avenue University 5.3
Birks Building Retail 5
Powerhouse Redevelopment & Addition Office 3.5
140 Bannatyne Avenue Office 3
Credit Union Central Office Alterations Office 2.3
CTV Television  Studio & Office 1.2
 Sub-total $20.3 million

 Total $514.6 million



 Total $212.3 million
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RESIDENTIAL INVESTMENTS Projected Growth (2006 to 2021)
 

 

 
 

 and South Portage 
Source: Downtown Housing Study

PROPOSED NEW DEVELOPEMENTS MILLIONS UNITS TYPE

Market Ave & James Ave Phase l 25 130 Condo
100 Princess 11.5 60 Rental
Avenue Building 8.3 59 Rental
Canada Building 6.3 60 Rental
155 Higgins 2 15 Rental
226 Osborne  TBD 42 Condo/Rental
 Sub-total $53.1 million 366 units

2008-2009 (complete or underway) MILLIONS(est.) UNITS TYPE

Sky Waterfront Condominiums  35 135 Condo
Residents on York 34 181 Rental
University of Winnipeg; McFeetors Hall 17.5 168 Residence
Frost and Wood Warehouse 6.8 43 Condo
Bell Hotel  5.2 42 Assisted Living
YouCube 4 21 Condo/Rental
Centre Village Housing 4 25 Rental
 Sub-total $106.5 million 615 units

(continued on next page...)

2007 MILLIONS(est.) UNITS TYPE

The Excelsior Condominiums 19.5 48 Condo
The Strand on Waterfront 6 15 Condo
448 Hargrave  0.8 6 Rental
 Sub-total $26.3 million 69 units

2006 MILLIONS(est.) UNITS TYPE

Ship Street Village  6.2 8 Condo
Old West Market Square 5.25 8 Condo
Fairchild Lofts 5.14 50 Condo
435 Cumberland  3.4 48 Seniors
The Edge Artist Village Phase 1.5 8 Rental
WebbSite Condominiums 0.55 7 Condo
234 Portage  0.45 1 Condo
123 Princess 0.007 1 Condo
 Sub-total $22.5 million 131 units

2005 MILLIONS(est.) UNITS TYPE

The Loft on Bannatyne 2.5 20 Condo
404 Qu’Appelle  1.12 28 Rental
Supreme Racquet Court 0.32 12 Condo
 Sub-total $3.94 million 50 units



 Total $599.6 million
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RECREATIONAL INVESTMENTS
 

PROPOSED NEW DEVELOPEMENTS (est.) MILLIONS

Convention Centre Expansion 210
Burton Cummings Theatre Redevelopment 3
 Sub-total $213 million

2008-2009 (complete or underway) (est.) MILLIONS

Canadian Museum for Human Rights 311
Sport Manitoba Sport for Life Centre 15
Upper Fort Garry Gate 10.3
Indoor Walkway System Expansion 8.7
Central Park Redevelopment 5.6
CanWest Centre for Theatre and Film 5.5
West End Cultural Centre 3.5
Old Market Square 1.75
 Sub-total $362 million

2007-2008 (complete or underway) (est.) MILLIONS

Millennium Library Park 2.1
Spence Street Pedestrian Mall -
 Sub-total $2.1 million

2006 MILLIONS

The Forks Skate Park Plaza 1.8
 Sub-total $1.8 million

2005 MILLIONS(est.)

Millennium Library 20.7
 Sub-total $20.7 million BUILDING 

$310 Million 
Size: 260,000 sq. ft. 
Environmental: Silver LEED Certified 
Tower of Hope: 328 ft tall

BIG IMPACT 
Annual Operating Budget: $21.7 million 
Visitors per year: 250,000* 
Annual Visitor Spending: $25.7 million* 
3,540 jobs from construction to operation
*estimated projections

CANADIAN MUSEUM  
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
Canada’s fifth national museum and the only  
one located outside of Ottawa, Opening in 2012.
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Downtown is the Place to Live

DOWNTOWN HOUSING 

 

 

Average prices of  
downtown condo sales:

$127,932  
$192,281  
$162,342

Source: WREB

Sample Waterfront Condo Prices:
The Strand: $255,000 to $1 million
Sky Waterfront: $220,000 to $550,000

 $388,000 to $430,000
2010 Average Selling Price for Downtown 
Waterfront Condos is $180,461

PROFILE OF DOWNTOWN RESIDENTS:
63% do not have children
72% have a college or university degree
55% are single
44%
Source: 2009 Downtown BIZ Residents Survey PRODUCTS  

Clothing & shoes 92%
Personal care 55%
Drugstore/pharmacy 67%

71%

SERVICES 
Banks 92%

55%
Medical/health 67%

67%  of downtown residents  
shop regularly at Portage Place.

Source: 2009 Downtown BIZ Residents Survey

WHY PEOPLE LOVE LIVING DOWNTOWN

 
 nightlife, entertainment and sports in the city

Source: 2009 Downtown BIZ Residents Survey

SPENDING HABITS OF DOWNTOWN RESIDENTS
83%  
in downtown two to three times per week

51% OF DOWNTOWN RESIDENTS HAVE A 
HOUSEHOLD INCOME OF $50,000 OR MORE
Source: 2009 Downtown BIZ online survey



Portage Place 497,561 90 stores 8.2 million

Winnipeg Square 60,000  50 stores 5.5 million

cityplace 115,000  60 stores 4 million

Shops of The Forks Market 45,000  55 stores 4 million

Johnston Terminal 80,000  20 stores 2 million 

The Bay 634,000  -  1.2 million

Mountain Equipment Co-op 33,933  -  230,000

Zellers 80,000 - Opening in 2010

SHOPPING CENTRE/RETAILER SQ. FT. SHOPS & SERVICES VISITS/YEAR

RETAIL STRATEGY
The Downtown Retail Retention and Recruitment Strategy is designed to attract 

 

THE EXCHANGE DISTRICT
By day, downtown office workers near Portage & Main discover compelling 

With its artsy reputation, historic architecture and distinctive atmosphere, 
Winnipeg’s Warehouse District offers the cool factor to which today’s young 
professionals typically gravitate for dining and nightlife, as well as shopping.

THE WATERFRONT

 
spas, wholesalers and professional offices.   

PORTAGE AVENUE SHOPPING DISTRICT

 

stop shop for their evening fun.

GRAHAM TRANSIT MALL SHOPPING DISTRICT

16 17

Downtown is the Place to Shop 
WHY LOCAL RETAILERS LOVE DOWNTOWN

 
Source: 2009 Downtown BIZ Retailer Survey

For more information on how the Retail Strategy can benefit your unique business,  
contact CentureVenture Development Corporation (see page 45 for details).

To see what support and funding is available for new and current businesses, turn to the Resources  
section on page 47, to learn more about the organizations that can benefit your downtown business.
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Downtown is the Place to Dine
There are over 250 restaurants downtown representing all types, styles and 
numerous ethnicities.  Downtown also has 39 restaurant patios.

WHAT TYPES OF RESTAURANTS  
VISITORS FREQUENT MOST:

Cafes/Coffee Shops/Cafeterias 86.1%
Chinese/Thai/Japanese 57.8%
Casual/Bistro 62.4%
Fine Dining 29.3%

45.2%

OPPORTUNITY:  What people want more of:

Healthy restaurants
Sushi/Japanese restaurants
Ethnic restaurants
Restaurants with patios

LOBBY ON YORK
 

 
 

HERMANOS RESTAURANT AND WINE BAR

 

SAMURAI JAPANESE RESTAURANT
Posh sushi meets the city in this new upscale restaurant. Known for fresh fish and 

to order. Connected to the downtown walkway system, Samurai is tied to many  
of the city’s major events and pedestrian traffic.
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Great-West Life 14,600

Canwest Global Communications 10,700

Manitoba Telecom Systems (MTS) 6,000

Investors Group 5,500

Cargill 4,000

James Richardson & Sons 4,000

Hudsons Bay Mining and Smelting 2,300

Wawanesa Mutual Insurance 2,200

Manitoba Hydro 2,150

Manitoba Public Insurance                   1,100

FINANCIAL POST TOP 500 CORPORATIONS BASED IN WINNIPEG
TENANT APPROX. # OF EMPLOYEES

SPOTLIGHT: MANITOBA HYDRO OFFICE TOWER

 
 design and community interaction

SPOTLIGHT: YOGA PUBLIC, 280 FORT STREET

 
 of all levels and types including workshops and 
 teacher training programs

Source: 2008 Downtown Winnipeg Worker Survey

Downtown is the Place to Work
WHO ARE DOWNTOWN WORKERS?
35% 65%

72%

73% have graduated from college or university

65%

More than 50%

WHAT THEY SPEND MONEY ON?

SHOPPING 
67% Drugstore/Pharmacy Items 
56% Clothes 
44%  
38%  
32% Shoes

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
85% Banks 
57% Postal Services 
24% Medical 
19% Hair Salons

RESTAURANTS  
86% Cafes/Coffee Shops/Cafeterias 
72% Quick/Fast Food 
64% Casual/Bistro 
60% Chinese/Thai/Japanese 
47%  
28% Fine Dining 
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Zellers 80,000 The Bay Downtown

Fitness Experience 12,000 374 Donald Street

Lobby on York 8,000 295 York Avenue

Urban Wellness Centre 7,000 cityplace

Boston Pizza 6,500 cityplace

Marcello’s 3,500 Manitoba Hydro

Tim Hortons 2,650 434 Portage Avenue

Samurai Japanese Restaurant 2,200 330 Portage

Atelier Bridal Boutique 1,800 246 McDermot Avenue

Starbucks 1,700 Graham Avenue

The Tallest Poppy 1,600 631 Main Street

Casa Burrito 1,500 520 Portage Ave.

Pure Healthy Café 1,400 Manitoba Hydro

Vanity Hair Salon 1,350 432 Graham Avenue

Albert Diner 1,200 48 Albert Street

Urban 101 1,106 Portage Place Walkway

Appareo Fashion Boutique 1,063 One Lombard- Concourse

Clear Concepts 1,000 325 Garry Street

Starbucks 840 Radisson Hotel

DOWNTOWN BUSINESS: SOME RECENT OPENINGS & EXPANSIONS
PROPERTY S.F. LOCATION

 

 

 

INVENTORY

2009 WINNIPEG OFFICE INVENTORY AND VACANCY

VACANCY (S.F.) VACANCY (%)
CHANGE FROM 

2008 (%)
EST. 2010  

VACANCY (%)
AVERAGE  

NET RENT ($)

Downtown  

Downtown  
Class B

Downtown  
Class C

Source: Avison Young and NewWest Enterprise Property Group

$ MILLIONSPROPERTY

2008/2009 WINNIPEG BUILDING SALES 

Source: CB Richard Ellis and City of Winnipeg

SPOTLIGHT: NEW WINNIPEG POLICE HEADQUARTERS 
 

 

Winnipeg Regional Health Authority 65,000

Assiniboine Credit Union 62,625

Great-West Life 60,000

D’Arcy & Deacon LLP 28,000

United Way 22,000

Immigrant Centre 16,000

Goodlife Fitness 15,719

Truth and Reconciliation Commission 12,000

Healthy Manitoba Child 12,000

Public Works & Government Services Canada 10,572

Stantec 10,000

Altered Minds  5,900

MB Assembly of Chiefs 5,500

Canon Canada 3,987

Bueti & Wasyliw 2,700

GS Financial   1,342

RECENT DOWNTOWN LEASE TRANSACTIONS 
TENANT SQ. FT.
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Downtown is the Place to Learn

University of Winnipeg (full-time, part-time, continuing ed, high school, ESL) 15,000

The International Centre 10,997

Red River College (downtown campuses) 2,500

The University of Manitoba Downtown 2,200

Manitoba Conservatory of Music & Arts 2,200

MB Theatre for Young People 1,650

Royal Winnipeg Ballet School 1,090

Winnipeg Adult Education Centre 934

Aboriginal Community Campus 630

William & Catherine Booth College 500

Robertson College 500

Royal Dance Conservatory 450

CDI College 300

Heartland International English School 270

Yellowquill College 250

Horizons Learning Centres 150

Scientific Marvel 150

Neeginan Institute of Applied Technology 150

Patal Vocational Preparation Schools 73

Giselles School of Aesthetics 60

Literacyworks 30

Anokiiwin Training Institute 12

DOWNTOWN UNIVERSITIES, COLLEGES & SCHOOLS STUDENTS

25
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Red River College Developments 
Paterson Global Foods Institute

 

 
 and produced ingredients

University of Winnipeg Developments 
 

construction and upgrades that will transform the west side of downtown  
(See Page 26)

Science Complex and Richardson College for the Environment
 

Buhler Centre 
 

 of Continuing Education

New bookstore and future retail place with food and beverage outlets 

Canwest Centre Theatre and Film 
 

 

McFeetors Hall 

Spence Street Promenade 

 
 and room for outdoor recreation

SPOTLIGHT: THE WEST END 
 

many distinct areas, making it one of the most interesting parts of the city.  
 

 

PROFILE: People who learn downtown

 
downtown alone

and services spending occurs downtown

the largest portion of students’ monthly downtown 
spending
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Downtown is the Place to Play THE FORKS
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Downtown is Winnipeg’s premier entertainment destination hosting a mosaic of 
districts that are home to unique cultures. It is where history meets the present 

has to offer. Whether it is our thriving arts and theatre, a concert or sporting 

gardens and sculptures alongside shops, restaurants and a multitude of attractions. 

THE FORKS MARKET AND JOHNSTON TERMINAL

 
 

 
of information on the province.

THE PLAZA AT THE FORKS
 

 
of downtown Winnipeg.

OUTDOOR SPACES
Broadway Promenade:  

 
 

 

Assiniboine Riverwalk:

Featuring interpretive plaques concerning area history, the walk showcases a 
distinctive river’s eye view of central Winnipeg.

Oodena Celebration Circle:  

 

EVENT SPOTLIGHT: WINNIPEG FRINGE FESTIVAL 

 
 of 81,353 in 2009

 

WHY DO PEOPLE COME DOWNTOWN? 
Percentage of downtown visitors who  
attended the following activities or  
venues at least once in the past year

The Forks 96%
MTS Centre 82%
Live theatre performance 73%
Live music or dance performance 64%
Sporting event 93% 
Movie 48% 

44%  
Source: 2009 Downtown BIZ Survey
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DOWNTOWN EVENTS
These events are held in downtown Winnipeg each year: 

Folklorama (city-wide) August 446,000

Winnipeg Fringe Festival July 81,400

Santa Claus Parade November 60,000

Cruz In Downtown August 42,000

Groove FM Jazz Winnipeg Festival June 40,000

Doors Open Winnipeg May 28,500

Manito Ahbee Festival November 25,525

Winnipeg International Children’s Festival June 25,000

WSO New Music Festival February 10,300

CBC Winnipeg Comedy Festival April 10,200

Ciclovia September 10,000

Dragon Boat Festival September 10,000

International Wine Festival of Manitoba October 8,000

Cannes Lions Film Festival March 5,500

In and Out to Lunch Concert Series Jan-Mar & Jun-Aug 5,000

Downtown Living Tour & Exhibition June 5,000

Freeze Frame Film Festival February 3,650

Exchange District Walking Tours June-August 2,800

City Lights Cruise June-August 2,400

Flatlanders Beerfest September 2,200

 Total 823,475

DATE ATTENDEES (recentFESTIVAL OR EVENT

CONVENTIONS AND EVENTS ARE BIG BUSINESS
Special events like Manitoba Homecoming 2010, the Canadian Country Music Awards, 
2008 Tim Horton’s Brier and Aboriginal Music Awards draw tens of thousands  
to downtown putting Winnipeg in the national spotlight. There are also many  
tradeshows at the Winnipeg Convention Centre that attract people to downtown  

 

$210M
36 $327.74M.

DOWNTOWN VENUE VISITORS/YEAR

Performing Arts 

Manitoba Theatre Centre  125,000 
Prairie Theatre Exchange  100,000 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra  100,000
Royal Winnipeg Ballet  73,165
Manitoba Theatre for Young People  51,200 
Manitoba Opera  25,000
MTC Warehouse  16,120
Winnipeg Jazz Orchestra  2,990
Virtuosi Concerts  2,500

 Total 495,975 

Museums and Galleries 

The Manitoba Museum  221,300 
Manitoba Children’s Museum  135,000 
The Winnipeg Art Gallery  104,500
Science Gallery  65,300 
Planetarium  43,800
Splash Dash Tours  20,000
Manitoba Legislative Building  16,400  
Plug In Institute of Contemporary Art  13,140
Costume Museum of Canada  9,000
Gallery 1C03  8,000   
Dalnavert Museum  7,500 
Manitoba Sports Hall of Fame  6,500
Ukrainian Culture & Education Centre  6,000 
Winnipeg Railway Museum  5,500  
Fire Fighters Museum  1,000
Manitoba Crafts Museum and Library  800

 Total 663,740

(continued on next page...)

DOWNTOWN: THE CENTRE OF ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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Cinema 

Towne Cinema  152,161
IMAX Theatre  122,262
Globe Cinema  90,000
Cinematheque  10,610

 Total 375,033 

Performance / Concert Halls 

Centennial Concert Hall  185,900
Pantages Playhouse Theatre  57,670
Burton Cummings Theatre  40,000

 Total 283,570 

Sports & Recreation 

YMCA/YWCA  10,000

 Total 2,402,735 

Major Downtown Entertainment Venues 

The Forks  4,000,000 
MTS Sports & Entertainment Centre  1,000,000 
Winnipeg Convention Centre  335,000

 Total 5,335,000 

DOWNTOWN: THE CENTRE OF ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT (continued)

DOWNTOWN VENUE VISITORS/YEAR

The MTS Centre  
welcomed their  
5 millionth visitor  

World Records recognized The Forks as 
the home of the longest skating rink in 
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 Grand Total 9,556,053



Under 18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-65 65 & over

VISITORS TO WINNIPEG (2007)

67%
23%
7%
3%

With over 2.8 million tourists visiting Winnipeg 
each year—many of who stay downtown—visitors 
have a huge economic impact.  With 19 hotels 
and numerous attractions and events occurring 
year round, downtown is a popular destination for 
travelers to Winnipeg. In fact it is so popular that a 
number of hotel expansions and renovations have 
occurred since 2007, as well as a new proposed 
Convention Centre expansion. Downtown is also 
expected to receive an estimated influx of 250,000 
visits per year due to the construction of the new 
Canadian Museum for Human Rights 

Winnipeg has 2.8 million visitors  
annually, bringing $514 million  
in direct visitor spending

 
 of travelers visiting Manitoba

 
 67% of visitors, often come on day trips to shop, 
 do errands and attend medical appointments

 
 Winnipeg are by vehicle (84%) and commercial 
 airplane (14%)

 
 3,300 hotel rooms

 

 
 

 in economic impact

Out-of-Town Manitobans 

 
in the city

Out-of-Province Canadians

the western provinces

United States

 
and North Dakota

Overseas
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VISITS BY AGE GROUP (Percent of total, 2007)

Under 18 1%
18-24 14%
25-34 18%
35-44 16%
45-54 20%
55-65 14%
65 & Over 15%

VISITOR PURPOSE (Percent of total, 2007)

Visit friends or family 42%
Pleasure 38%
Other pleasure reasons 28%
Shopping 10%
Business 14%
Other 11%

Visit a historic site 13%
Visit a museum or gallery 10%
Attend a play or concert 8%
Attend a sports event 7%
Attend a festival 4%

VISITOR TRIP ACTIVITIES OF OVERNIGHT VISITORS(Percent of total, 2007)

47% of visitors to Winnipeg  
are overnight visitors with  

Transportation 15%
Food & Beverage 29%
Retail & Other 26%  
Accommodation 24%
Recreation & Entertainment 7%

TOURIST SPENDING (2004)

Source: Research Resolutions & Consulting Ltd. From Statistics Canada 2006 International Travel Survey Microdata (66M0001XCB) 
and/or 2007 Travel Survey of Residents of Canada Microdata (87M0006XCB) and Travel Manitoba 2008 Trip Report 
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Downtown is the Place to Visit



60% of Winnipeggers say 
downtown Winnipeg has become 
cleaner in the past year, while 
more than 80% think downtown 
bus shelters have also become 
cleaner in the past year. 
Source: 2009 NRG Research Group Omnibus Survey, 
Downtown BIZ bus shelter cleaning survey

Downtown crime represents only 5.7%  
of all crimes that occur in the city.

DOWNTOWN SECURITY NETWORK (DSN), WWW.DSNWINNIPEG.COM
The Downtown Security Network (DSN) is a Downtown BIZ-led, Winnipeg  
Police Service-endorsed safety initiative connecting downtown business owners, 
property owners, and security teams with each other, the police and the BIZ.  
The DSN allows members to share resources and communicate immediately  
about safety issues to reduce crime and improve downtown safety.

DOWNTOWN WATCH AMBASSADORS / EXCHANGE PATROLS 
Downtown patrols offer SafeWalks, directions, first aid and assistance to help 
people who live, work and visit downtown. Trained by the Winnipeg Police Service, 
they deter property vandalism, theft and break-ins in the city centre.

OUTREACH PATROL PROGRAM
Ten trained Outreach Patrol members enforce the Intoxicated Persons Detention 
Act (IPDA) and form relationships with people on the street to refer them to jobs, 
shelters, spiritual healing, counseling and other services.

WINNIPEG POLICE SERVICE CADET PROGRAM
This new program has put 50 auxiliary police cadets on the streets to deal  
with smaller incidents, freeing up police to deal with more serious issues. 
(Launching fall 2010)

PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING
Winnipeg’s Public Safety Building will soon be located in the heart of downtown. 
More than 2,000 police and office workers will contribute to the population  
of downtown adding more people and increasing perceptions of safety.  
(To be completed in 2013)  

CHANGE FOR THE BETTER & MISSION: OFF THE STREETS TEAM (MOST)
The Change for the Better program offers an alternative to giving to panhandlers 
while also raising funds to support homeless employment programs like Mission: 
Off the Streets Team (MOST), where street people are hired to clean downtown 
while gaining work experience and social skills.

CLEAN TEAM
The 33 members of the Downtown BIZ and Exchange BIZ Clean Teams keep the 
streets of downtown spic and span, picking up litter, tending flowers and removing 
graffiti. Sidewalks shine thanks to two cleaning vacuums that scrub Portage and 
Graham sidewalks every weekday, and every sidewalk in downtown is cleaned  
at least once a week. Once the snow falls, two ploughs clear ice and snow making 
walkways safe to tread. The Clean Team also documents every street and sidewalk 
in need of repair, passing this information on to city staff to fix.

BUS SHELTER CLEANING
The Downtown BIZ Clean Team is responsible for keeping transit shelters people-
friendly thanks to a joint initiative with Winnipeg Transit. Every morning, they 
power wash in and around shelters, cleaning walls and benches and picking up 
litter. In a survey conducted, an overwhelming 80 per cent of respondents agreed 
downtown shelters were cleaner this year than last year. 

 
 was one the cleanest they had ever visited
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DOWNTOWN: A Safe Place DOWNTOWN: A Clean Place



Downtown is a central hub, with numerous bus routes in and out of the core.  
Its central location means no one in the city is ever more than a 25 minute drive away. 

PARKING
 

 
 per resident (0.056 spaces per resident) 

 
 (0.65 spaces per employee) 

 
 operated parking authorities in North America

WINNIPEG TRANSIT 
 

 and 28 along Graham Avenue  
 

 
 

FREE DOWNTOWN SPIRIT BUS
 

 
 to work or medical appointments

PARK AND RIDE PROGRAM
 

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION
 

 

JAMES A RICHARDSON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT EXPANSION
Less than 15 minutes from downtown, Winnipeg’s new airport has been named one 

51,000 sq. m. terminal.

Stage 1 of Winnipeg’s rapid transit system is currently underway and is expected 
to be completed in 2011. 

The project will create a network of transit routes providing fast, reliable transit 
service between downtown and the southwest part of the city including the  
University of Manitoba, and residential, commercial, and industrial areas.

BENEFITS OF RAPID TRANSIT
 

 
 

 
 

 
 adjacent to stations 

 

Source: City of Winnipeg
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DOWNTOWN: A Transportation Hub 

Rapid Transit

73% of downtown workers indicated 
that they would use a Rapid Transit 

 
Source: Downtown Workers Survey
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DOWNTOWN: A Pedestrian Hub 
HOW MANY PEOPLE PASS BY YOUR BUSINESS EVERY DAY? 

Downtown has the advantage of people.  Thousands of people walk, ride and 
drive through downtown every day.  The Downtown BIZ regularly undertakes 

 

PEOPLE ON PORTAGE AVENUE AND IN THE INDOOR WALKWAY SYSTEM 
Average total number of people walking east and west from 7am to 6pm on any given weekday. 

 
 climate-controlled walkways

 
 feet of space 

Urban green spaces foster a connection between residents in a community and  
the natural environment, which draws people outside and fosters social contact 
thus creating a sense of group cohesion and belonging. Downtown Winnipeg 
strives to increase and maintain the amount of green space available to residents, 
visitors and workers. You’re never more than a 10 minute walk from one  
of downtown’s 14 parks!

DOWNTOWN: A Place for Green Spaces 

INDOOR WALKWAY SYSTEM

Indoor WalkwayW

RECENT INVESTMENTS IN PARKS:
 

 
 

MILLENNIUM LIBRARY PARK 
Active and viable urban green space that will include: 

 
 

 

VARIETY HERITAGE ADVENTURE PARK  
( )

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

CENTRAL PARK REDEVELOPMENT 
 

 
 

 
 



Winnipeg Art Gallery 1912

Hotel Fort Garry 1913

The Chocolate Shop 1918

The Bay Downtown (HBC) 1926

Royal Winnipeg Ballet 1939

Mitchell Fabrics 1946

Hy’s Steakhouse 1958

VJ’s Drive Inn 1958

Prairie Theatre Exchange 1960

Holiday Coiffures Hair Salon 1975

Restaurant Dubrovnik 1976

Oscar’s Deli  1982

Colliers Pratt McGarry 1984

BUSINESS OPERATING SINCE

BUSINESSES WITH HISTORY
There are a number of businesses that  
have been in operation in downtown 
Winnipeg for more than 20 years! 
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DOWNTOWN: The Centre of our History 
Our downtown has a wide mixture of heritage buildings with valued historical  
significance. Many of the buildings have been refurbished to keep their original 
architecture intact and are used for residential, commercial and entertainment 
purposes.  

NATIONAL HISTORIC SITES

THE EXCHANGE DISTRICT
The Exchange District was the centre of grain and wholesale trade, finance and 
manufacturing in the historical time periods from 1880 to 1900 when Winnipeg 
became the gateway to western Canada and between 1900 and 1913 when its 
growth made it the biggest metropolitan centre of the region. The 20-block 
area is home to 62 of downtown Winnipeg’s 86 heritage structures, which have 
been preserved and redeveloped into various businesses, offices and residential 
units. It is the arts and cultural hub of Winnipeg, boasting many theatres, unique 
boutiques and retailers, art galleries and nightclubs. Learn more about the 
Exchange District on page 43.

THE FORKS
The Forks is a 54-acre site located 
downtown at the junction of the Red 
and Assiniboine rivers. For 6000 
years The Forks has been a meeting 
place for early Aboriginal peoples, 
European fur traders, Scottish settlers, 
Métis buffalo hunters, riverboat 
workers, railway pioneers and tens of 
thousands of immigrants. Today the 
location is Winnipeg’s number one 
tourist destination and is dedicated 
to preserving and presenting The 
Forks rich history. The site includes a 
complete market with food retailers 
and restaurants, interpretive exhibits, 
a native prairie garden, an outdoor 
riverside amphitheatre for events and 
performances, and walking tours/trails. 

SPOTLIGHT: THE EXCHANGE DISTRICT 
HISTORY

modest pioneer settlement to western Canada’s largest metropolitan centre…”

ARCHITECTURE

offers Winnipeg’s finest cultural, dining and retail amenities. 

ATTRACTIONS
The district is home to Winnipeg’s unrivalled arts community, and is known for  
its wide range of entertainment activities and specialty shops and restaurants.  

 
as condo developments on the eastern edge of the District. There are two 

 
cultural festivals: Jazz Winnipeg and the Winnipeg Fringe Festival.
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INFORMATION SOURCES
CentreVenture Development Corporation 
City of Winnipeg
Winnipeg Transit
Winnipeg Parking Authority
Avison Young Commercial Real Estate
Statistics Canada
Speak Up! Winnipeg
Research Resolutions & Consulting Ltd. From 
Statistics Canada 2006 International Travel Survey 
Microdata (66M0001XCB) and/or 2007 Travel Survey 
of Residents of Canada Microdata (87M0006XCB)
The Johnson Report June 2009
Winnipeg Downtown Parking Study, MMM Group 
Limited
CB Richard Ellis
Institute of Urban Studies, University of Winnipeg
Statistics Canada
Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation
Travel Manitoba Trip Report

MARKET RESEARCH GATHERED BY THE DOWNTOWN BIZ
Pedestrian Counts (2007-2009)
City-Wide Omnibus Survey by NRG Research Group
Downtown Residents Survey 
Downtown Winnipeg Employment Study
Downtown Housing Study 
Downtown Workers Survey 2008

The Downtown BIZ has gathered information and data  
for this publication from several sources and has made  
best efforts on accuracy of this information, but makes  
no representation on the reliability and accuracy of all data.

Downtown Winnipeg BIZ 
426 Portage Avenue 
(204) 958-4640 

Represents 1,400 businesses in downtown and 
runs programs targeting downtown advocacy, 
image, cleanliness, safety, transportation, 
parking, marketing and events.

CentreVenture  
Development Corporation 
492 Main Street 
(204) 954-7733 

The City of Winnipeg’s downtown development 
corporation mandated to stimulate downtown 
revitalization by working with investors and 
developers to identify opportunities, access 
incentive programs, create partnerships, form 
innovative improvement strategies and serve 
as an accessible conduit to support economic 
development initiatives.

The Forks North Portage Partnership 
200-350 Portage Avenue 
(204) 987-4360 

A key stakeholder in the development of 
downtown responsible for the ownership, 
management and continuing renewal of  
The Forks and North Portage sites.

Exchange District BIZ 
2nd Floor - 133 Albert Street 
Old Market Square 
(204) 942-6716 
www.exchangedistrict.org
Represents the businesses in downtown’s 
Exchange District by supporting its unique 
culture and heritage while creating a clean, 
safe and thriving environment.

West End BIZ 
581 Portage Avenue 
(204) 954-7900 

Represents over 1,000 unique shops  
and services in the West End through street  
enhancement, communications and safety. 
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For more information, please contact the  
Downtown Winnipeg Business Improvement Zone (BIZ)


